Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of the ocular adnexa.
This study investigates the relationship between the clinical features of lymphoma in the ocular adnexal region and the revised European and American lymphoma (REAL) classification. Specimens from 41 patients with ocular adnexal lymphoproliferative disease were reassessed pathologically using the REAL classification. Thirty-two patients with primary non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (NHL) were included in the study, almost all of them having been treated with radiotherapy with or without chemotherapy. Seven of the 32 patients with NHL showed distant recurrence after treatment: 3 out of 26 with extranodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma, and 4 with other types of NHL. Although the three patients with recurrent marginal zone B-cell lymphomas all survived, other patients with recurrent lymphomas died of disease. The REAL classification provides a good indication of tumor control probability and survival of patients with ocular adnexal NHL. Radiation therapy is an effective treatment modality for extranodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma of the ocular adnexa.